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some private end or ambition. Thus Charles,
though at first insensibly, was, as we shall see,
deliberately lured later on into an alliance with
France, by the promise that it would show him a
way out of his financial straits and enable him
J:o overcome the obstacles which his Parliament,
by incessantly refusing his requests for further
supplies, placed in his path.

The relation between King and Parliament was
indeed the principal constitutional issue of Charles
IFs reign, as it had been of the previous one.
With the example of his cousin, Louis XIV, before
him, Charles certainly had leanings towards
absolutism, but against this he had to set the fatal
upshot of his father's defiance of Parliament.
Since that bitter January day, the constitution of
England had been moving slowly in the direction
of parliamentary government. The old belief in
the " divine right " of kings was falling out of
fashion ; new theories of the relationship of the
sovereign to his subjects, of liberty and toleration,
were gaining ground and preparing the way for
democracy. Many of the great social and political
changes of the future were foreshadowed then in